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Sunday, September 5, 2010 
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost     

East St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
6200 County Road 3 SW - Byron, MN 

     Pastor: Darby Lawrence            Organist: Patricia Nelson     
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship today, we might be 
helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of 
the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and 
forgiveness of the Christ in the blessed sacrament and recalling 
God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in 
this hour to "choose life"—to choose life in God as our own. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign 
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
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Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives 
thanks. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

GATHERING SONG: Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 685) 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, 
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may 
glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land 
promised to their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In this 



 
3 

passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by 
loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following other 
gods. 
 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
adversity.  16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God 
that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, 
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD 
your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess.  
17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray 
to bow down to other gods and serve them,  18I declare to you today 
that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  19I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants 
may live,  20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding 
fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you 
may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 1 

1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the 
 scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 
 and they meditate on God's teaching | day and night.    
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due 
season, with leaves that | do not wither; 
 everything they | do shall prosper. 
4It is not so | with the wicked; 
 they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.    

SECOND READING: Philemon 1:1–21 

 
4 

While Paul was in prison, he was aided by a runaway slave named 
Onesimus. The slave's master, Philemon, was a Christian friend of 
Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to his master and encouraged 
Philemon to receive Onesimus back as a Christian brother. 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker,  2to Apphia our 
sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your 
house: 
  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
  4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God  
5because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the 
Lord Jesus.  6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ.  7I 
have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, 
because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 
  8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to 
command you to do your duty,  9yet I would rather appeal to you on 
the basis of love — and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as 
a prisoner of Christ Jesus.  10I am appealing to you for my child, 
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment.  
11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to 
you and to me.  12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to 
you.  13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to 
me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel;  14but I 
preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good 
deed might be voluntary and not something forced.  15Perhaps this is 
the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might 
have him back forever,  16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother — especially to me but how much more to you, both 
in the flesh and in the Lord. 
  17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you 
would welcome me.  18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you 
anything, charge that to my account.  19I, Paul, am writing this with 
my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even 
your own self.  20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the 
Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ.  21Confident of your obedience, I am 
writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
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The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25–33 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus speaks frankly about the fearsome costs of discipleship. Those 
who follow him should know from the outset that completing the 
course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other 
allegiances. 
 
25Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said 
to them,  26"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 
itself, cannot be my disciple.  27Whoever does not carry the cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple.  28For which of you, intending to 
build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 
whether he has enough to complete it?  29Otherwise, when he has laid 
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to 
ridicule him,  30saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to 
finish.'  31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, 
will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 
thousand?  32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he 
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.  33So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your 
possessions. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Come and Follow Me (ELW 798) 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 
6 

 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and  

the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  

glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
*Or, "who proceeds from the Father." The phrase "and the Son" is a later addition to the 
creed. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
God hears the cry of the poor and is near to all in need. Let us pray for 
our neighbors, our world, and ourselves, trusting in God's mercy and 
love. 
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A brief silence. 
 
God, you gather your church from the ends of the earth, planting us 
beside your life-giving stream. We pray for all who lead your people 
in prayer and service. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God, you have set before us life and death, entrusting to us the care of 
your creation. We pray for the health of the land from which we live 
and for the well-being of every living creature. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God, your family extends to each land and race. We pray for the 
leaders of nations, that they may walk in the ways of your mercy and 
justice. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God, your gospel means freedom for all who are oppressed. We pray 
for the liberation of all who are held captive to poverty, prejudice, and 
fear. We pray for all who are sick and suffering especially Sherman, 
Scharlene, Ludie, Iva, Bev, Helen, Alice, Gayle, Marvin, Mildred, 
Bill, Mya, Esther, Lucille, Jeff, Violet, Jeff, Marietta, Keith, Alice, 
Elina, Kent, Leon, Darcy, Chris, Hope, Sandy, Jim, Laurine, Matt, 
and Donnie.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God, your Spirit is alive in this place. We pray for new energy in our 
ministries of education and formation. Inspire all who will serve as 
teachers and mentors this year to share their faith with boldness. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God, You support and bless all Christian congregations everywhere. 
We pray especially for United Lutheran, Salem Lutheran, Ngimu 
Congregation, Trinity Lutheran,  
Vista Lutheran, and Nkinto Lutheran.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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God, we thank you each time we remember those we love. We praise 
you especially for (names/s, and) all whose lives of faith have borne 
witness to the wideness of your embrace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
All this we ask, gracious God, together with all that is known to you 
alone, in the name of your risen and anointed Son, through the power 
of your life-giving Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace 
of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and 
may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY SONG 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence 
And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
And uphold me with your free spirit. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of all creation, 
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 
Nourish us with these gifts, 
that we might be for the world 
signs of your gracious presence 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
 
You formed the earth from chaos; 
you encircled the globe with air; 
you created fire for warmth and light; 
you nourish the lands with water. 
You molded us in your image, 
and with mercy higher than the mountains, 
with grace deeper than the seas, 
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
 
That also we, estranged and dying, 
might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Together as the body of Christ, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 
the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, 
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 
We await his coming, 
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 
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all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 
whose breath revives us for life, 
whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Holy and benevolent God, 
receive our praise and petitions, 
as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 
and fill us with your blessing, 
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
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When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

(ALL RED)  #800  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart 
#790  Day by Day 
#779  Amazing Grace 
 

BLESSING 
 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
watch over your going out and your coming in, 
from this time forth and forevermore. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 
807) 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39935. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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FAMILY TIES 
 
It may be difficult for those who were raised in the church to relate to 
Jesus' teaching in today's gospel about the cost of discipleship. For 
others, following Jesus may have cost plenty. There are Christians in 
many places who daily live these verses—who have been estranged 
from or disowned by their families because of their faith. Though 
these brothers and sisters in Christ don't literally "hate" their families 
(Luke 14:26), they love Jesus so much that they are willing to risk 
disapproval, even willing to risk being cut off completely from their 
families. They risk not only out of their love for Jesus but out of an 
unwavering trust in God's love for them, out of the conviction that 
God's call surpasses all other calls and claims on their loyalty. 
 
When we speak of our fellow Christians as "brothers and sisters in 
Christ" we are acknowledging this central truth: that our relationship 
to God through Jesus forges new familial relations and radically alters 
all previous commitments and priorities. It's not that God doesn't like 
or value families. But God wants us to love deeply beyond our 
bloodlines, wants us to follow regardless of the cost, and wants us to 
invest in something beyond earthly security and possessions. 
 
The good news is that following Jesus implicitly means being with 
him—it's not something we do alone. With Jesus, and with the whole 
body of Christ, our eternal brothers and sisters, the impossible 
becomes possible, and we are given a security that goes beyond 
insurance policies and maintaining the status quo. We can give up our 
material possessions because of the love that possesses us, and we can 
carry the cross, knowing that we will also be carried. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39935. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Thursday, September 9, 2010 
Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 
 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and 
served in present-day Colombia. His ministry was focused on the 
slaves that arrived there. He gave them food and medicine, learned 
their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39935. 
 
 

East Prayer List:  Sherman Golberg, Scharlene Schroeder (sister of 
Carol Mestad),  Ludie Frey,  Iva Sattre, Bev Brandt,  Helen 
Thompson, Alice Watson, Gayle Robinson, Marvin Brandt, Mildred 
Braaten, Bill Fritts, Mya DeCook (daughter of Ryan and Jennifer)      
West Prayer List: Esther Wilson, Lucille Morris, Jeff Lechnir, Violet 
Alrick, Jeff Mittelstadt, Marietta Fjerstad,  Keith Morris, Alice 
Tiegen, Elina Senjem, Kent Fjerstad, Rev. Leon Holtan, Darcy 
Jacobson, Chris Woodwick (nephew of Ardean and Carma Bjornson), 
Hope Noel Burns (relative of Jeff Thoe family), Sandy Pew (Boyd’s 
sister-in-law), Jim Shekleton (brother of Donna Larsen    

Those with a long term need for our prayers: Laurine Gulbransen, 
Matt Miller (nephew of Carma Bjornson and Julie Boyum), Donnie 
Senjem  

Thank You to those serving us today   
     Altar Guild:   Orillie Iverson and Peggy Andreason                   
     Reader:          Pete Exe       

TIME CHANGE: During September East worship services will be at 
11 AM. West services will be at 9 AM. Sunday School will resume 
on September 12th at 10 AM at both Churches. On September 12th 
WELCA will host a Sunday School Rally Dinner following services. 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

The Southeastern Minnesota Synodical WELCA Organization is 
asking members to fill out a questionnaire concerning their activities. 
See Peggy Andreason for the forms or there is a copy in the 
September newsletter.   
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                    O U R   A P P O I N T M E N T S 

 

SN Dalton Mansfield, of East, graduated from US Navy bootcamp 
in Great Lakes, IL on Friday, August 13.  Three of Dalton's greatest 
achievements in bootcamp were: doing all of the laundry for 88 males 
on his ship for 8 weeks, successfully passing the 1.5 mile run with 4 
minutes to spare, and loosing 40 pounds.  Dalton will be heading to 
Groton, CT for sub school training.  Thank you for your prayers, 
cards and letters as they were all greatly appreciated and very 
encouraging.  "There is no place like HOME!"  Future address will be 
coming. 

Next week’s Readings: Exodus 32:7–14 
                                       Jeremiah 4:11–12, 22–28  
                                       Psalm 51:1–10 
                                       Psalm 14  
                                       1 Timothy 1:12–17 
                                       Luke 15:1–10 

Next Week’s Reader: Amy Jorgenson  

Last Week’s Attendance and Collections: Attendance: 36. Current: 
$922.00, Education Aid: $35.00.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting  
THURSDAY 9:00 AM  Pastor in Office Till Noon 
 10:00 AM Bulletin Deadline  
FRIDAY  Pastor’s Day Off  
 SUNDAY 9:00 AM  West Worship Service  
 10:00 AM Sunday School both Churches  
 11:00 AM East Worship Service  
 Noon Sunday School Rally Dinner  
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PRAYERS FOR CONGREGATIONS - We are "Called into God's 
Marvelous Light" to be Christ-Centered Disciples. This week we are 
asking for prayers for the following: 
United Lutheran in Frost 
Salem Lutheran in Albert Lea 
Ngimu Congregation in Tanzania (partnered with Salem, Albert 
Lea) 
Trinity Lutheran in West Concord 
Vista Lutheran in New Richland 
Nkinto Lutheran Church in Tanzania  

Pastor: Rev. Darby Lawrence  258-0381  revdarby@gmail.com  
Secretary: Dennis Wendt: 507-365-8222  eastwest@kmtel.com 
Home: 507-533-9365 or 273-3226  dennywen55976@yahoo.com  
Web Site: weststolaf.org 


