
 1 

East St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
6200 County Road 3 SW – Byron, MN 

May  21, 2023 Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Holy Communion 

Pastor Paul Thompson        Organist: Pat Nelson 
 

INTRODUCTION:  In these days between Ascension and 
Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for 
the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel 
Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid 
religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus 
had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our 
faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole 
human family. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

In the waters of baptism, 

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 

and our sin is drowned forever. 

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, 

be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG   
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (ELW 392 V. 1-3 ) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE (ELW p. 184) 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 185) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and 
ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each 
other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn 
into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the 
outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen 
Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in 
which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 
A reading from Acts, chapter 1: 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], 
“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, 
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” 
 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 
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away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, 
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
  let those who hate God flee. 
 2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish 
at the presence of God. 
 3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
 4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name;  

exalt the one who rides the clouds; 
  I AM is that name, rejoice before God! 
 5In your holy habitation, O God, 
  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into 
freedom; but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 7O God, when you went forth before your people, 
  when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain,  

at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 
  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 10Your people found their home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God,  

you have made provision for the poor.  
 32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
  sing praises to the Lord. 
 33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
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  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 34Ascribe power to God, 
  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
 35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of 
Israel, giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be 
God! 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of 
others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we 
experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace 
will strengthen and guide us. 
A reading from 1st Peter, chapters 4 & 5: 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking 
place among you to test you, as though something strange 
were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for 
joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is 
the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 

 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your 
anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline 
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the 
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist 
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers 
and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 
you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia.     Alleluia, alleluia. 
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GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly 
Father, asking that those who continue his work in this world will live 
in unity. 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he 
looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that 
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before 
the world existed. 
 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave 
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that 
you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am 
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 
you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (ELW 392 V. 4-5 ) 
 

CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
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of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all in need. 

… Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our 
prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
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OFFERING  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer. 
Grace our table with your presence, 
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love 
endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit 
from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for 
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and …now and forever. 
Amen. 



 8 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God. 
 

DISTRBUTION HYMN   
 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION 
Thank the Lord and sing his praise;  
tell ev’ryone what he has done.  
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice  
and proudly bear his name.  
He recalls his promises and leads his people 
 forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you 
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the 
bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  
Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is Risen! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS019935. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
WELCOME! WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE VISITING: 

If you’re visiting, please sign our guestbook (in narthex). 
Worship times rotate monthly between East & West St. Olaf. 

  
MAY WORSHIP TIMES  

EAST 9:00 am Worship/East coffee after church 
BOTH 10:00 am BOTH JAM classes at WEST (TODAY at 
12:30 pm, year-end Bowling Party at Mony’s Hayfield)  
WEST  11:00 am Worship/Coffee before church 10am  

 
THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING US 
Note: Anyone interested may join Altar Guild 
Altar Guild: May – Deanna Bakken 
Deacon: May - Lori Peterson 
Reader/Helpers: May 21 – Reader: Jane Williams 
  Communion Help: Jane Williams 
East Acolytes:  If none listed, then ushers are covering 

 
EAST - IMPORTANT MAY DATES: 
 

TODAY after church: East will have Graduate Recognition 
during our coffee hour – Come honor our 2023 graduates! 
         TODAY 12:30 pm: Year-end JAM Bowling Party for 
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         East & West JAM students (parents drive kids to Mony’s) 
 

 
 

GRADUATION OPEN HOUSE: May 27 (Sat.) 1:00-3:00 pm: at 
East St. Olaf for Allison Meier (outside if weather permits, inside if 
inclement weather) – Everyone is welcome! 
 
FUNERAL SERVICE at East St. Olaf 
The funeral service for Louise Strazesky will be on Wednesday, 
May 31, at 1:00 pm. Please note that there is no visitation before the 
service and there will not luncheon following the service. 
 
EAST MEMBERS: If there are any members who are ill or in 
need of a card from the congregation, please contact Jane 
Williams at (507) 271-2272. 
 
East Contributions   
(05/14/2023) Current $576 and Benevolence $25. 
 

HAPPENING TODAY & THIS WEEK 
 

Deadline for bulletin information – Wednesdays by 7:30 pm. 
     Submit any newsletter info by the 20th of each month. 
 

TODA Y 9:00 am East Worship/Communion  
    AFTER church: East Graduate  
    Recognition Coffee, with cake 
  10:00 am BOTH: Last day of JAM (@WEST) 
  11:00 am West Worship 

12:30 pm BOTH: Year-end party for JAM  
students from East & West – at  
Mony’s in Hayfield (Parents 
should transport children to  
Mony’s & may stay for the fun!)  

May 22 (Mon.) 9am-noon Pastor at office 
May 23 (Tue.) 10:00 am East quilting/sack lunch 
May 25 (Thu.) 9am-Noon Pastor at office 
May 26 (Fri.)  ______ Pastor’s day off-work 
May 27 (Sat.)  1-3:00 pm Graduation Open House for  

Allison Meier at East St. Olaf  
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Sun. (05/28) 9:00 am East Worship 
  11:00 am West Worship/Communion 
  

COMING UP AT EAST & WEST  
 
May 29 (Mon.) ---------- Office Closed – Memorial Day 
  9am-Noon West Memorial Day coffee served 

10:25  am  West Memorial Day Service by  
May 30 (Tue.) -------    NEWSLETTER DAY at office 
    (9:10-print, 9:30-fold, 9:40-collate) 

10:00 am East quilting/sack lunch 
May31 (Sun.) 1:00 pm Funeral for Louise Strazesky 
 
JUNE: Summer Hours Begin! 
BOTH will have communion on 1st and 4th Sundays in summer 
 

West 8:30 am worship /West coffee at 9:30 am 
East 10:00 am worship / East coffee after church 
June 18 JOINT SERVICE at West 10:00 am    
 Heritage Association serving coffee afterward 

June 1 (Thu.):  9-noon Pastor at office 
June 2 (Fri.):  ---------  Pastor’s day off-work 
June 4 (Sun.):  8:30 am West Worship/Communion 
  9:30 am West coffee 
  10:00 am EastWorship/Communion 
  After church East coffee 
Jun 5 (Mon.)  >>>>  JOINT COUNCIL Mtg @ WEST 
    6:00 separate council meetings 
    7:00 pm joint council meeting 
 

TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER  
West Prayers:  Madeline Kingsbury and her loved ones (she is 
the Winona missing woman), Rick Boyum, Karen Hanson, Gloria 
Pew, Loretta Himle, Gloria Brown, Aloma Eastlee, Dawn 
Hugeback, Martha Beaver, Darlene Hanson, Kelly Keckhafer, 
Boyd Pew, Cindy Senjem, Philip Senjem, and Matt Miller 
(nephew of Carma Bjornson). Those serving in our military:  
Patrick Reynolds (grandson of Sue Hyland – deployed overseas), 
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Erika Smith (granddaughter of Carma & Ardean Bjornson), and 
Tully Hovda (son of Todd & Cathy Hovda). 
 

East Prayers:  Alan Hovey, Jean (Sandy Dollie’s daughter),  
Verla Holman (friend of Marylin Carlson), Dawn Hugeback, 
Debra Moekel (daughter of Audrey Carlson), Keith Roeder (Paul 
Jordan was his father-in-law), Dalton Mansfield (currently serving 
aboard ship), John (cousin of Pat Nelson), Bill Fritts, Sylvia 
Torstenson, Heidi Guenius (cousin of Becky Brakke), David 
Distad, and John Heydt (brother of Pat Nelson). 
 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

PASTOR Paul Thompson: (Please call before driving to office)  
Cell Phone: 507-273-8504   Email: pthomp821@gmail.com  
Office hours: Monday and Thursday  
9:00 am–Noon… OR by appointment (Day off-work is Friday) 
 

SECRETARY Gina Moser: (Please call before driving to office)  
Office Phone: 507-365-8222  Cell Phone: 507-951-4964  
Emails: eastwest@kmtel.com  AND  certainty@kmtel.com 
Send all emails for Gina to both of her email addresses. 
Office Hours: Tues. & Thursdays 10:00 am-Noon 
 

OUR WEBSITES:  eaststolaf.org  OR  weststolaf.org 
 

JANITORIAL SERVICE: Becky Wilbourne 507-923-5845 
 

COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION:  
President, Bruce Peterson:  507-254-1822 
Gary Kearns:  507-206-3158 or 507- 254-5285 
Bryan DeCook:  507-208-1590  
 
VISITS FOR OUR MEMBERS  
If you know of anyone who may like a call or visit from Pastor 
Paul or from another member, please contact an East 
deacon:  Jane Williams: 507-271-2272. 
 
 

 
 


