Wcst St. Olaf Luthcran Church ﬂg‘f ‘? East St. Olaf Luthcran Church

AUGUST 2026 HAPPENINGS

Pastor Paul Thompson Cell: 507-273-8504 Email: pthomp821@gmail.com
Office Hours: 9:00 am—Noon (Monday & Thursday ... or by appointment) Websites: eaststolaf.org ...OR.... weststolaf.org
Gina Moser, Secretary: Email: eastwest@kmtel.com Office: 365-8222 Cell: 507-951-4964

August Worship Schedule

EAST EARLY at 8:30 am for Aug. (coffee follows)

WEST LATE at 10:00 am for Aug. (coffee at 9:00 am)
JOINT Worship 10am Aug. 9 at EAST - fellowship following
TASTE OF NORWAY 2:00-4:00pm Aug. 23 at EAST

OFFERINGS: Our congregational councils ask you to prayerfully continue your financial support church.
Please be sure to make your check out to “West St. Olaf Church” or “East St. Olaf Church” and mail to:
West members mail to: Dave Peterson 25378 720" St., Hayfield, MN 55940

East members mail to: Bryan DeCook at 7583 80" Ave. SW, Stewartville, MN 55976

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

@@ At our June joint worship service | announced that | would be retiring at the end of the year. | didn’t
) ’* . . . . . .
*%’:{?g§§ go into any deep explanation at that time, and | apologize for that. The simple fact is, after 38 years
\;kl of ordained ministry, plus four years of service at my Teaching Parish in Chicago, my internship in
o/ \i Davenport, lowa, my interim work in Rome, Wisconsin, and summer service at facilities in Milwau-
C kee, I'm just ready to rest. | look forward to having time to go places and do things that were not
v possible while | was working full time.

What | said when | announced this decision is very true: The past 10 years of ministry among you have been the
best years of my career. You have welcomed Jana and | so generously we cannot thank you enough. While | will
no longer be your pastor next year, you will be seeing the two of us around the area, and at town festivals, at the
mall, and we look forward to maintaining our relationships with all of you.

The only thing | have to say to you moving forward is trust in the Lord. We are part of a great synod, with a great
staff. Just as they stepped up to support our ministry here while | was hospitalized and convalescing, so they will
step up as you enter into the call process. Good candidates will be presented, one will be called, and the work of
God in this place will continue. The Lord will remain your Good Shepherd for all the many years to come.

God bless you all,
Pastor Paul Thompson
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Membership Updates, WELCA News, Serving Schedules

MEMBERSHIP INFO

BAPTISM (East) private baptism
WISKOW, Kyler William
Baptized: June 7, 2026 at East
Born: April 7, 2026

Parents: Dante Wiskow & Jamie
Kanestadt. Sponsors: Amberly
Hunsley & Dylan Fitzpatrick
Officiant: Rev. Paul Thompson

BAPTISM (East)

YNGSDAL, Thea Fay

Baptized: July 19, 2026

Born: October 16, 2024
Parents: Eric & Julia Yngsdal
Sponsors: Lisa Yngsdal andTim
Weibusch. Officiant: Rev. Paul
Thompson

ETERNAL LIFE (West member)
BJORNSON, Elizabeth “Betty” Jean
Born: July 21, 1932 -- Died: June 22,
2026. Memorial Service: August 8,
2026. Inurnment: At West St. Olaf
Cemetery. Officiant: Rev. Paul
Thompson

ETERNAL LIFE (West member)
LARSON, Sterling “Lars”

Born: Dec. 9, 1936—Died: July 15,
2026. Visitation held July 21 at the
Kasson Czaplewski funeral home.
Burial at Maple Grove Cemetery in
Kasson.

WOMEN OF EAST EVENTS

AUGUST

Aug. 8 (Sat.): WELCA meeting in
church basement for all women.

Every Tuesday: Quilting in the
church basement / sack lunch

WEST WELCA NEWS

August is already here so hope you
are enjoying the last month of sum-
mer before the busy fall schedule
begins. It has been a very warm
summer but it sure has helped the
crops grow. We have many things to
be thankful for because many areas
have had to endure very severe
weather.

We thank Sandy and Jane for organ-
izing our June WELCA activity.
Unfortunately the weather didn’t
cooperate so our lunch and activities
had to be inside the chapel. The food
was great and everyone enjoyed
Jane’s homemade ice cream.

For our July outing, we went to the
Pizza Ranch in Stewartville for lunch
with 22 attending. We were happy to
have 9 men join us.

We thank Deb Schuck for being our
chairperson in July. The August
chairpersons are Jan Nordland and
Roxanne Weinmann. Thank you to
Jane and Sheryl for serving on altar
guild in July. Donna Larsen & Cindy
Senjem will serve on altar guild in
August.

We will be doing the School Kit
Mission for Lutheran World Relief
again and ask for your generous
donations. This is a Thrivent Action
Team mission. A list of the supplies
needed, is in this newsletter as well
as in the church and chapel. There is
a box to place the supplies in both
places. The supplies are needed by
September 13. If you can remove
extra packaging on the items, it
saves a lot of time packing the kits.
We would appreciate help sewing the
bags for the kits - there is fabric in the
chapel.

Dates to remember:
No meeting for WELCA in August

August 8- Memorial service for Betty
Bjornson at 11am. Visitation 10 am.
Augqust 30- WELCA board meets
during coffee hour to plan our FALL
BAZAAR.

September 20: Rally Day / New
Member Sunday has been changed
to September 20.

Enjoy the rest of your summer!
Sharon and Nancy

= SERVING
=7 SCHEDULES

WEST—AUGUST

Ushers: Pete D. organizes
Deacon: Sue Hyland
Altar Guild: Cindy S, Donna L
Acolytes: Ushers for summer
Stewardship:
1% Sun. — Open in summer
2" Sun. — Open in summer
3 Sun. - WELCA
4™ Sun. — Church council
5" Sun. — Church council

EAST—AUGUST

Acolytes: Ushers covering
Altar Guild: see signup sheet
Deacon: Jane Williams

Coffee Servers:

1% Sun.— Quilting Sisters

2" Sun.— Sarah Circle

39Sun.— Circle 4

4" Sun. — OPEN: Contact
Marylin Carlson, if willing

5" Sun.— S.S. or Council

i
~F

90" BIRTHDAY TREATS
AT EAST COFFEE HOUR

August 2" after church: East
members are invited to enjoy
birthday treats at coffee hour
to celebrate the 90" birthday
of Audrey Carlson!

Goodies provided by Christie
Thomason.
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AUGUST JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE AT EAST

August 9 at 10:00 am join us for a joint worship service at
East St. Olaf. A time of fellowship will follow this service.

A PLACE YOU SHOULD ViISIT!!!

Being that many of you are of Norwegian heritage; if you have never been to visit the Vesterheim Museum
in Decorah, lowa; | highly suggest that you make the trip if you are able to. Even if one is not of Norwegian
heritage (I am not) — the museum is fantastic! The innumerable historic items at the museum are highly
interesting! The cost is very reasonable too; it was only $15 for a day-pass (so you can tour a couple of
floors then go out for lunch and return to tour some more). There are also historic buildings to tour outside
— I need to make a return trip for those; because we opted to hike up to see Dunning Spring Waterfall
before we headed home that day. Decorah is a very interesting town with many historic homes to walk
around and see (one you can tour: The Porter House Museum — also very interesting). Also, near Decorah
is the American Seed Savers Exchange farm which grows and sells seeds for many heirloom flowers and
vegetables — yet another interesting place to visit; and they have many hiking trails there too.

~ A note from Gina Moser ~

August Birthdays: EAST

Roland Rivera

Lacey Mansfield

Heather Roller
David Tvedt
9 Trent Olson
13 Chris Yennie

1
1
4 Mike Evjen
6
6

14 Crystal Juergensen

15 Sally Rud

16 Edwin Distad, Jr.

18 Carter Quinn

21 Doyle Jorgenson
21 Pastor Paul Thompson

21 Brandon Evjen

Birthday!

Happy

Tasha Exe
Casey Cook
Brecken Senjem
Angela Brakke
Randy Robinson
Josh Carstenson
Dustin Senjem
Heath Rud

August Birthdays: WEST

4 Kyle Skov 20 Emily Keckhafer
5 Gabriella Olson 21 Wendy Iverson
6 Emily Smith 21 Pastor Paul

6 Benjamin Laxen Thompson
8 Gavin Connelly 21 Jeremy Twaddle
9 Sheryl Heller 26 Eric Tiegen

10 Hans Estby 26 Matthew Gulbransen
11 Jamie Palmersheim 27 Joshua Berge

12 Nate Fjerstad 28 Mark Keckhafer
12 Katie Masching 29 Nancy Peterson
13 Karen Hanson 29 Marlys Miller

13 Megan Johnson
17 Gene Bamlet
17 Sally West

17 Donna Larsen

OUR BIRTHDAY LISTS: If you are not on our birthday lists in the monthly newsletter and
you wish to be listed, please email our secretary, Gina at eastwest@kmtel.com



mailto:eastwest@kmtel.com
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Taste of Norway

Sunday, August 23, 2026 from 2:00pm-4:00pm
East St. Olaf Lutheran Church
6200 County Road 3 SW Byron, MN

~ Rain or Shine ~

“Saint Olaf Himself’

A Skit in Three Acts, at 2:15pm
2:45pm—4:00pm Tours of the Historic Tverberg Log House

Homemade Norwegian Treats: Rosettes, Krumkake, Fattigmann, Sandbakkels, Goro, Spritz, Kringla,
Lefse, Norwegian Cheese, Pickled Herring, Rullepolse Rosettes, Krumkake

TASTE OF NORWAY EVENT

If you have ever wondered who exactly St. Olaf was, this skit called "Saint Olaf Himself" may interest you.
It will be performed at the annual Taste of Norway celebration on August 23 at East St. Olaf Church.

The event, sponsored by the St. Olaf Heritage Association, runs from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.

The skit begins at 2:15 in the sanctuary. A traditional hymn-sing led by a Hayfield vocal quartet, Hosannah,
follows the skit. Homemade Norwegian pastries and treats (listed above) will be served downstairs.

Tours of the historic Tverberg Log House, with golf cart transportation, will also be provided.
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Gearing Up for Fall: Join Us for Another Year of
Fun, Fellowship, and Faith with Luther League!

Luther League had another unforgettable year, and we are excited to continue our tradition of hosting a Luther
League event each month throughout the upcoming school year! We hope your child will continue to join us, or,
if they haven't participated before, that they'll consider attending one of the opportunities listed below.

As we look ahead to a new school year, we remain committed to building a welcoming community, strength-
ening friendships, and growing together in faith as we share God's Word. If your child is entering grades 7-12,
we would love to have them become part of our growing Luther League family!

Most of our events are FREE, and if you ask our current members, they’ll tell you—they’re a lot of FUN too!
Just like last year, event updates will be shared via email and text. If you or your child would like to join our text
thread (we promise not to overwhelm your inbox!), please contact Alli Horejsi at 507-398-7769.

Below is a preview of this year’s upcoming events.

Let’s make this another unforgettable year of faith, service, and laughter—together!

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY
Pi1zzA PARTY HESSE’S HAYFIELD FooD CHRISTMAS PARTY! AIR INSANITY
Wed., September 9"~ | HAUNTED TRAIL — PANTRY - Wrapping gifts for our | TRAMPOLINE PARK

. . o
First Night of Claremont Packaging Thanksgiving adopted fam.llles pizza
Confirmation meal kits + ice cream at | Party * holiday games
\ Uncle Mony’s ’ I l .
FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY SUMMER
SNOW TUBING SLUMBER PARTY AT HOSTING A BOWLING PARTY MINI GOLF AND/OR
(weather permitting) THE CHAPEL! RoONALD McDoN- WITH JAM MYSTERY CAVE
- Food, games, crafts, ALD HOUSE MEAL
and FUN

'ﬁ'ﬂ’ @1t Jo»




Event at EAST with
Skit, hymn-sing, then
Norwegian goodies
& Cabin tours avail.
(rides to cabin avail.)
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Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat.
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:30 am EAST . 9:00am-Noon : WEST RESERVED
Worship, Comm.& 9:00am-Noon | 10:00 am East Pastor office Pastor day-off Funeral at
AFTER CHURCH Pastor office | Quilt/sack lunch 11:00 am for
East members have Noon: Verify IF Elizabeth Bjorn-
treats for 90" B-day Circle 4 meeting son (the visitation
of Audrey Carlson is at 10:00 am)
. 6:00 pm EAST
9:00 am church council 10:00 am
West Coffee - Women of EAST
meeting O Y A9 1
10:00 am WEST meeting in East
Worship, Comm church dining
room—All East
women invited.
9 10 11 12 13 Pastor vVAC |14 Pastorvac |15 Pastor VAC
his day-off his day-off
10:00 am BOTH 9:00am-Noon |10:00 am East .
Joint Worship at Pastor office Quilt/sack lunch —g—NO meeting for the
> West WELCA
EAST—uwith coffee & | 7:00 pm
fellowship following |\ WEST
church council
meeting
16 17 18 19 20 Pastor VAC | 21 Pastor VAC |22 Pastor VAC
Organist Jeneane : his day-off his day-off
: -N
Rushton at BOTH_ | :00aM-H00N | 445 am East
8:30 am EAST é% Quilt/sack lunch
Worship, Comm. .
Sy 7:00 pm
East coffee after svc Deadline to
9:00 am submit info
West Coffee for the next
10 am WEST newsletter
Worship, Comm §
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:30 am EAST 9:00am-Noon . 9:00am-Noon Pastor day-off
Worship Pastor office 10:00 am East Pastor office
Quilt/sack lunch
East coffee after svc
9:00 am NEWSLETTER
West Coffee DAY at the
10 am WEST g_';';'%'rfmt
Worshi -19=
orsnip 9:25- fold
2-4:00 pm BOTH: 9:35- collate
Taste of Norwa

30

8:30 am EAST
Worship

East coffee after svc
9:00 am West
Coffee—officers plan
FALL BAZAAR

10 am WEST
Worship

31

9:00am-Noon
Pastor office
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EAST OFFERINGS

(05/31/26) Current $790 and Benevolence $25.
(06/07 and 06/14/26) Current $1,539 and Benevolence $25.
(06/21 and 06/28/26) Current $2,905 and Benevolence $75.

EAST Council Minutes: June 8, 2026

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Randy Robertson

Members Present: Gary Kearnes, Randy Robertson, Jeff Beaver, Jen Briske, Paster Paul Thompson,
Bryan DeCook, Pete Exe, Jane Williams

Devotions: Pastor Thompson will complete at joint
Pastor’s Report: Same as above
Secretary’s Report: Report approved; motion from Randy, motion carried

Financial Secretary’s Report: ESO May offerings, Current $4,967 and Benevolence $125 motion
from Randy, motion carried

Treasurer’s Report: First half of real estate tax, paid WSO for first quarter of the year. Jim Rushton
paid for services. Other bills are regularly scheduled outgoing. Motion from Randy, motion carried to
approve. Bill for fire extinguisher inspection received.

Deacon’s Report: June 14™ 170" celebration of the ESO Parish — Joint service at 10am inside the
sanctuary followed by lunch and tours of the cabin. June 21 Father's Day Brunch.

Trustees Report: Josh Fjerstad finished the south and west steps / front door. Rust prohibitor and
paint completed and power washing. Josh confirmed that the interior paint on the ceiling needs to
completely be removed and repainted (paint comes off in very small pieces). New bid to complete en-
tire ceiling instead of time+labor. Jane motions we accept the build of the ceiling under balcony. Jane
motions we accept the build to paint all under balcony for $2450, motion 2" by Jeff, council unani-
mously approved the motion. Planning to fill hole under the gutter along the parking lot (near Pastor
parking). Trustees will follow up on extinguisher count and type to validate bill received by Gary, (bill
noted in Financial report).

Education Report: No report

Parsonage Report: Randy and Pete met with Tracy Fogelson. Estimated $300-$325K sale price.
$75-100K less set aside for septic/well. Market value estimate $345K. Detailed estimate received for
demo, removal, etc. to be shared — ~$23,290 with $7,400 asbestos removal for total $30,690.

Old Business: Review of past new business, no changes

New Business: Creation of pros/cons of the parsonage options. Should we take a look at breakdown
of annual giving by age group and complete some future projections?

Adjournment: Jane motion to adjourn, Bryan 2™. Motion carries.
NEXT MEETING: August 4™, 6:00PM at East St Olaf. (First Tuesday of the month).
Respectfully Submitted by Jen Briske
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West St. Olaf School Kit Mission:

WELCA is collecting school supplies again for Lutheran World Relief. We hope you will keep our mis-
sion in mind when school supplies go on sale. There are boxes in the chapel and church to place your
donations. Thank you. This is a Thrivent Action Team project. The following items are included in each
School Kit:
Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper approximately 8” X 10%%”; no loose-leaf paper
One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other
/\%‘ One pencil sharpener
// One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
&= 5 black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band
5 pencils secure together with a rubber band
One box of 16 or 24 crayons
One 22" eraser
One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder straps WELCA
will make these but welcome help.
Any donation of school supplies will be appreciated. All items should be new. Please remove any extra
packaging.

WEST Council Minutes: June 8, 2026

Attendance (P = Present)

Pastor Paul P Deb Schuck P Ben Horejsi

Greg Brandt P Sheryl Wohlers P Clay Hazelmann

Dave Peterson P Mary Brandt Hans Estby P
Cindy Stoppel P Sue Hyland Chad Thompson
Jenny Twaddle Carma Bjornson P Del Senjem P

Meeting called to order by Greg Brandt and Pastor Paul gave devotions.

Motion made to approve agenda by Sheryl and seconded by Hans, motion carried
Secretary’s Report: Report read, motion made to approve by Hans and seconded by Deb, motion carried.

Financial Secretary: Report reviewed and discussed. Motion made to approve by Carma and seconded by
Hans, motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Report reviewed and discussed. Motion made to approve by Cindy and seconded by Car-
ma, motion carried.

Pastor’s Report: Report will be reviewed at Joint meeting.
Boad of Education Report: None given.

Deacon’s Report: Cards sent: Thinking of you to Jana Thompson and Phil Senjem. Memorial Day at West was
a special morning. Many joined the activities with food and fellowship with a Hayfield Legion Color Guard pro-
gram. A donation of $300 was given to Color Guard. West WELCA will hold a summer fun activity on June 17"
for all ages beginning at 12:00. Sunday June 14" joint service at East 10am. Special music and food open house
at Tverberg Cabin to celebrate 170 years of the St. Olaf Parish. Carma made a motion to move Sunday School
Rally day to September 20", seconded by Deb. motion carried. Thank you to all who are volunteering to serve
coffee during the summer months. Thank you to Carma, our May Deacon.

Trustees Report: Light bulbs replaced in bathrooms.

Old Business:

New Business: Fall worship times to be discussed at joint meeting.

Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn made by Carma, and seconded by Deb, motion carried.

Submitted by: Cindy Stoppel, West St. Olaf council secretary
Next Meeting: No meeting in July, next West meeting on August 10, 2026 at 7pm.
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JOINT Council Minutes: June 8, 2026

Attendance (P = Present)

Pastor Paul P Carma Bjornson | P Randy Robinson P
Greg Brandt P Deb Schuck P Gary Kearns P
Hans Estby P Del Senjem P Bryan DeCook P
Cindy Stoppel P Jeff Beaver P
Sue Hyland P Jane Williams P
Dave Peterson P Pete Exe P
Sheryl Wohlers | P Jen Briske P

Meeting called to order by West President Greg Brandt

Devotions lead by Pastor Thompson

Agenda: Motion made to approve agenda by Deb and seconded by Pete, motion carried.
Secretary’s Report: Not given.

Pastor’s Report: Report reviewed.

Board of Education Report: None given.

Old Business: Parsonage project update was provided by Randy Robinson and an outline of Parsonage finan-
cials by Gary Kearns from East. Discussion occurred. Pete Exe made a motion to present 4 options (Removal of
parsonage, sale in open market, new proposal from Norm, or do nothing) to the congregation for a vote, second-
ed by Deb. Motion opened for discussion. Jane Williams made a motion to amend the first motion option of
Norm’s new proposal to say: “if new proposal from Norm is presented and approved by joint council”, amend-
ment seconded by Randy, amendment motion carried. Pete’s motion went to vote, motion carried.

New Business: Fall worship times. Jane Williams made a motion to change service times to 9 & 11 am service,
seconded by Deb, discussion occurred and motion carried.

Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn was made by Carma, seconded by Jen, approved and closed with the
Lord’s prayer.

Submitted by: Cindy Stoppel, West St. Olaf council secretary
Next Joint Meeting: September 1, 2026 at East St. Olaf
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WEST ST. OLAF FINANCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT MAY
May 16-June 15, 2026

Date Current Date
17-May  Offering S 1,670.00 Offering
24-May  Offering 275.00 Offering
31-May  Offering 897.00 Offering
7-Jun  Offering 2,100.00 Offering
14-Jun  Offering 990.00 Offering
Subtotal $5,932.00 Subtotal
Other Current Income: Other Benevolence Income:
Gloria Brown Sale
17-May Coffee Hour 39.00 17-May Donation
24-May Coffee Hour 57.00 31-MayELCA
31-May Coffee Hour 43.00
7-Jun Coffee Hour 27.00
Subtotal $  166.00 Subtotal

Total Current Income S 6,098.00

Total Benevolence Income:

West St. Olaf Lutheran Church Treasurer's Report MAY
MAY 16, 2026- JUN 15,2026

Current Account 5/16/26-6/15/26
Beginning Balance S 22,788.66
Income $6,098.00
Total Income S 28,886.66
Expenses $7,349.46
Supplies $22.27
Utilities $345.55
Total Expenses $7,717.28
Ending Balance S 21,169.38

Benevolence Account

Beginning Balance S 1,498.00
Income $70.00

Total Income S 1,568.00
Expenses $0.00
Total Expenses $0.00

Ending Balance S 1,568.00

Benevolence

$0.00

$20.00
50.00

$70.00

$70.00
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Date

21-Jun

28-Jun

5-Jul

12-Jul
Subtotal
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WEST ST. OLAF FINANCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT JUNE

Offering
Offering
Offering

Offering

Other Current Income:
21-Jun Coffee Hour

21-Jun 1st. Q Recon.

28-Jun Coffee Hour
5-Jul Coffee Hour

Non-Member

12-Jul Donation

Subtotal

Total Current Income

June 16-July 15, 2026
Current

$  1,040.00
1,900.00
1,245.00
1,280.00

$5,465.00

32.25
2,133.51
38.00
39.00

3,000.00
S 5,242.76

$ 10,707.76

Date
Offering
Offering
Offering
Offering
Subtotal

Other Benevolence Income:
12-Jul ELCA
12-Jul Cemetery Fund

Subtotal

Total Benevolence Income:

West St. Olaf Lutheran Church Treasurer's Report JUNE

JUN 16, 2026- JUL 15,2026

Current Account

Beginning Balance
Income

Total Income
Expenses
Supplies
Utilities
Total Expenses

Ending Balance

Benevolence Account
Beginning Balance
Income
Total Income
Expenses
Total Expenses

Ending Balance

6/16/26-7/15/26

S 21,169.38
$10,707.76

S 31,877.14
$9,810.25

$8.49

$319.53
$10,138.27

S 21,738.87

S 1,568.00
$2,050.00
S 3,618.00
$2,000.00
$2,000.00
S 1,618.00

Page 11

Benevolence

$0.00

$50.00
2,000.00

$2,050.00
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